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for Sardinia was not at war with Naples; but they carefully
" looked the other way " while Garibaldi organised his band of
volunteers and embarked on two ships in Genoa harbour.
At this point it was fortunate for the movement that Palmerston,
Russell and Gladstone had come into power in Britain ; for if
the members of this " Liberal Triumvirate " were in hearty
agreement about little else, they were all keen supporters of the
Risergimento. The British Mediterranean squadron ought by
international law to have prevented a filibustering attack on a
friendly state, but the admiral in command had orders to
remain " neutral " ; and as a matter of fact the mere presence
of British ships in the neighbourhood paralysed the Neapolitan
gun-boats while Garibaldi and his Thousand landed at Marsala.
His magnetic personality enthralled everybody with whom he
came into contact. His ragged enthusiasts defeated a Neapolitan
army of twice its strength> and within a few weeks all the island
was in his power. Then he led his men over to the mainland,
where they were received with frenzied delight by the populace.
Unfortunately, Garibaldi was no statesman. He was still
swayed by Mazzini's republican ideas; he detested and
distrusted Cavour; he had no desire to see Victor Emmanuel's
kingdom enlarged; and he was burning to push on to Rome,
regardless of the consequences. Cavour realised that this last
enterprise would inevitably bring Napoleon in against the
movement; and to prevent it he urged his master to invade
the Papal Domains himself so as to be in a position to check
Garibaldi. The Sardinian army defeated the Papal troops
and pushed on into Neapolitan territory. The people there
adored Garibaldi as the warrior-hero of their cause ; but they
had the sense to see that his republican idealism could
not hold together a free and united Italy. In the existing
circumstances a monarchy alone could do that; and in Victor
Emmanuel they had a candidate for the national throne who had
proved his statesmanship and his staunchness to constitutional
government. The Neapolitans showed themselves so over-
whelmingly in favour of joining the kingdom that Garibaldi